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interests of Persia than in those of England. He died
suddenly of apoplexy, about 1620, three months after his
return to Persia, and was buried at the door of his own
house at Kazvin.

Abbas performed many pilgrimages as an example to
his people. On' one occasion he walked the whole eight
hundred miles to the tomb of the Imam Riza at Meshed.
He also visited the shrine of AH at Najaf. On the other
side of his character we have the licence and indulgence
common to eastern potentates of that time. Vicious and
brutal though he was, he accomplished big things, and
although he murdered his sons, it was largely because there
were many people anxious and willing to use them as tools
to encompass his end. At his instigation his eldest son,
a vigorous and able leader, was stabbed. Another died.
The third, who had just returned from the wars covered
with glory and popularity, had his eyes put out. Driven
mad, the youth murdered his sister, whom Abbas wor-
shipped. The fourth and last son was blinded.

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, besides
fostering culture and architecture, widely encouraged arts
and crafts. Strong rule and the suppression of lawlessness
gave the land a somewhat bloody peace which enabled
those with the mind, or the necessity, to work.

Abbas died when he was seventy, after a glorious reign
of forty-two years. On the whole he had been a good
ruler, quashing brigandage and encouraging industry.
His epitaph ran: "When this great prince ceased to live,
Persia ceased to prosper." During four more reigns the
country remained quiet in the shade of his greatness.

His successor, Shah Sufi, was weak and vicious. Not
content with murdering all the princes and princesses he
could lay hands on, he slew advisers and generals wholesale;
and their sons lest they sought revenge.

After him came Abbas the Second, then Suleiman and
Sultan Husein, all unfitted for the rank they held. Husein,
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